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God of Wonders:
What Is He Like?

Matt Heard, Senior Pastor

Part 6: The Fullness of His Power
Jeremiah 32:26-27

Wonder. It's a dance with Truth that’s bigger than us and Mystery that’s beyond
us.When we were children, it was natural and came so easy. But the older we
get—as the bruises of life accumulate, as our pride ripens and as the pace
accelerates—we misplace the sense of wonder that comes with the territory of
being human, of being created. We become defensive, insecure and rushed.

The gospel of Jesus Christ is an invitation to dance again. To dance in a way we
never have before. To gain a sense of security and significance. To engage with the
eternal. To embrace life. To live with wonder. How? The gospel enables us to
engage and relate with who God is!

But what is He like? This question involves the most important aspect of a human
being’s life and journey. What we think of God is the axis upon which the rest of
our lives turn. In this series, though we will not, of course, exhaust the question of
what God is like (that would take an eternity for an all-knowing being!), we do
want to begin to explore the question.

On Easter weekend we looked at God’s love. We heard the invitation of the
resurrected Christ to take a swan dive into the wonder-filled ocean of God’s
love for us! The next week we dared to take a look at an aspect of who God is
that is as overlooked as it is misunderstood: His holiness—His “otherness.” We
talked about God?s call for each human being to both realize His greatness and
respond in worship.

We then addressed the reality that God is just. We discovered that when we
place equal emphasis on both His justice and His love, sooner or later we'll
come to an apparent paradox.“How,” we ask, “can God be both loving and just?
Since all of us have sin and pockets of rebellion against His rule in our lives, how
can He love us without compromising His justice? And how can He be just
toward us without canceling out His love?” At the nucleus of that dilemma is
the heart of the good news of the gospel: the person and work of Jesus Christ!

As we continued, we dealt with the liberating truth that God is gracious. God’s
grace is His propensity to lavish blessings and benefits on undeserving people
like us. Because He is holy, God’s grace is infinitely substantive—it can be
experienced because His love has been demonstrated and His justice has been
satisfied in Jesus Christ. His grace enables us to walk in both Truth and freedom!
We then looked at God’s omniscience, meaning He is all-knowing. God’s wisdom
is absolutely complete—it is not subject to mistake or change.

Today we come to the reality that God is all-powerful—He is omnipotent. The
wonderful implication of this truth for Christ’s followers is that He is not only
omnipotent over us (along with the rest of creation), but He is also omnipotent
for us—He exercises His power on our behalf! Let’s take a brief overview of that
unlimited ability.

To appropriately relate with God through Jesus Christ, we must understand
how our needs relate to His unlimited ability in an unlimted number of ways:

HE IS ABLE...

1. ...TOGIVEUS
Revelation 5:5; Hebrews 7:25; Romans 1.6

2. ...TOEXPOSE OUR

Daniel 4:37

3. ...TOEXPOSE THE
Zephaniah 1:18; Romans 8:39

OF IDOLS AND ENEMIES.

4. ... TOGIVEUS
2 Corinthians 9:8; Ephesians 6:10

5. ...TOENABLE USTO RESIST

Hebrews 2:18; 1 Corinthians 10:13

6. ...TOGIVEUS
Hebrews 5:2; Isaiah 42:3

7. ... TOGETUS
Daniel 3:17; Psalm 27:1

8. ...TO EXCEED OUR
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Ephesians 3:20

9. ...TOGETUS
Jude 24; 2 Timothy 1:12

10. ...TOEARNOUR
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O PLEASE INVITE OTHERS TO PRAY ABOUT THIS.
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Revelation 4:11
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O | PRAYED TO RECEIVE JESUS AS MY PERSONAL SAVIOR.
O I'M RENEWING MY COMMITMENT TO JESUS.

U I'D LIKE TO DECLARE MY FAITH BY BEING BAPTIZED.

O I'D LIKE TO SPEAK TO A PASTOR ABOUT

FIRST-TIME GUEST?

Please join us in our Guest Center, located in the upper level of the Worship Center, or the
Atrium at Woodmen Heights, for light refreshments and an opportunity to meet pastors and
staff. We are ready to answer your questions about Woodmen Valley, and have a gift bag for
you, including a free tape of today’s message.

PIZRCED w Sundays » 6:30 p.m. » Worship Center

This week: FIRMLY PLANTED with Christian Hill

Pierced focuses on intentional fellowship, relevant teaching and creative expressions of
worship that targets twentysomethings, but welcomes all ages. Get connected. Contact us
at pierced@woodmenvalley.org or visit www.piercedchapel.com. Childcare provided.
STUDENT MINISTRIES SERVICE TIMES & LOCATIONS:

SouledOut Middle Schoal: RR: Saturday, 6 p.m., RRCC Gym; WHC: Sunday 6 p.m.

FUSION High School: RR: Sunday, 6 p.m., RRCC Gym; WHC: Sunday, 6 p.m.

55PLUS MEETING: Thirsty Thursdays meets every Thursday morning at 10:30 in the
lower level of the Worship Center. Join us!

MOSAIC: Ministry Of Single Adults In Community » Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. » RRCC Gym
Join us every Thursday for MOSAIC's city-wide service for single adults. Childcare provided.

Employment Opportunities at Woodmen Valley Chapel [Weekend Tithes & Offerings
* Director of Facilities and Maintenance ™
« Facilities Administrative Assistant Weekof  Yearto
For more information, visit www.woodmenvalley.org.Clickon | ==  5/15/05  Date
Corlltact Us, then Employment; or (;all Sonja ﬁt 3886492? Received $113.163 $4,345541
Volunteer Opportunity at Woodmen Valley Chape Budget  $139250 $4.831750
Are you a people person? Do you have the gift of hospitality? udget 139, L,
Would you consider volunteering in our Reception area? For Monthof  Year to
more information, visit www.woodmenvalley.org. Click on Total Al April Date
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Contact Us, then Employment; or caII_Sonja at 388-4925. Iame. $576,639 $4.545,012
Mens Summer Softball Team Forming Now!
Interested in softball? A team is forming for Saturday Total All
morning games at Cottonwood Park beginning in June, | Expenses  $616,037  $4,388,978
For more information, contact George Cox at 550-3369, or Month of Since
wtlmins@pcisys.net. April 5.23.04
Babysitting Course » June 6 & 7, July 7 & 8 or August 8 | LYF
This summer, WVC will host three separate babysitting Income  $ 99,891 $2,804,189
courses for students ages 11 and older. This six-hour
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session is taught by a registered nurse and will cover basic childcare, growth, development
and safety issues. To register, contact Sue Mitchell at smitchell@woodmenvalley.org, or
388-4952. Cost: $25 (includes lunch)

Walk for Life » Saturday, June 11 » 8:30 a.m. Registration » Walk at 10 a.m.

Enjoy an exciting morning as you put your feet into action at the Walk for Life sponsored by
Life Network. This year’s two-mile walk will be on the beautiful grounds of Focus on the Family.
Pick up your Walk for Life sponsor pledge forms in the Ministry Centers today! For more
information, stop by the Ministry Centers or call Life Network at 591-2609.

CALLING ALL ARTISTS—ACTORS, MUSICIANS, VISUALS ARTISTS AND WRITERS!

How Do You Color Your Faith? » 2005 Artist Weekend » September 23-25

Pick up an application in the Ministry Centers, or visit www.woodmenvalley.org. Go to Worship
Arts and click on Visual Arts, then id Artist Weekend. Cost: $175/person before June 1;$215 after
June 1.$50 non-refundable deposit due with application. For more information, contact Sheryl
Salter at 388-5012, or ssalter@woodmenvalley.org.

EXPLORE SUMMER with Woodmen Valley Kidz! » Sign Up Today! @
Summer is a time when many of our regular ministry partners take vacation and %

time off, so we need many new ministry partners to get involved! Sign up on the _ i @

Look
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tear-off, or call Beth Morrison at 388-4953 (early childhood), or Simone Palmerat 4 )
388-4954 (elementary). z
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To launch and strengthen a fleet of Christ- foIIowmgi communities
who are compassionately sailing through a turbulent culture
Woonmey Vauiev toward a deeper amazement of God's grace.



